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Greece, Turkey and the Great Powers. National and International
Aspirations, 1918-1922

On Sunday, May 15, 2022, at 2:00 pm US Central Time (10:00 pm Athens time),
Hellenic Link—Midwest presents Dr. Nikos Nikoloudis, in an online lecture titled:
“Greece, Turkey and the Great Powers. National and International Aspirations,
1918-1922”. This is a lecture supported by the Hellenic Foundation, Chicago.

Please click the link below to join the webinar:
https://us02web.zoom.us/|/84552420867

The Webinar ID is 845 5242 0867. Further information on how to join this
webinar lecture is provided on page 2.

The end of WWI presented the Entente with a complex situation vis-a-vis the Ottoman
Empire. According to article 12 of President Woodrow Wilson’s 14 Points, “The Turkish
portion of the present Ottoman Empire should be assured a secure sovereignty, but the other
nationalities which are now under Ottoman rule should be assured an undoubted security of
life and an absolutely unmolested opportunity of autonomous development”. This statement
was prompted largely by the commotion caused during the war by the Armenian genocide,
but its phraseology allowed every Power with an interest in the Ottoman Empire to expect
something different out of it. Thus, soon the Allies faced a variety of problems: conflicting
economic interests in the area of the Empire; a diminishing American interest in promoting
Armenian self-determination; serious difficulties in drawing borders between regions
inhabited by ethnically mixed populations, etc. In this context of these compilations, the treaty
with the Ottomans (Treaty of Sevres) took longer than any other one related to the defeated
Central Powers, and was only signed in August 1920, nearly two years after the end of the
War. Moreover, the Treaty instead of opting for self-determination of non-Turkish minorities
(as in the case of Austria Hungary), it resulted in a partition of the Empire among the Allies,
involving the Dardanelles, Western and southern Asia Minor, as well as mandates over Syria,
Palestine and Mesopotamia.

Greece appeared as one of the treaty’s main beneficiaries. However, its policies were restricted
by the constantly shifting priorities of Great Britain, France and Italy in Anatolia. Moreover,
the Greek mandate over the sanjak (district) of Smyrna prompted a renewed nationalistic
Turkish response, focused around Mustafa Kemal, a hero of WWI. Kemal’s regime managed
to defeat its internal opponents, come to terms with France and Italy, and continue with the
genocide of Greeks and Armenians in the Pontus and Western Anatolia, while at the same
time successive governments in Greece proved unable to both defeat the Turks on the
battlefield and reach an understanding with the Great Powers about the future of the Greek
presence in Asia Minor.

Doctor Nicholas Nikoloudis received his Doctoral degree at the Department (currently Center)
of Byzantine and Modern Greek Studies, at King’s College, London. Subsequently taught
history courses at the CYA (College Year in Athens), the Athens School for Tourist Guides
and the YWCA, as well at postgraduate seminars at ATINER (Athens Institute for Education
and Research). His areas of research interest include, geographically, Greece (medieval and
modern), Southeastern Europe, the Middle East and the Mediterranean, and thematically,
military and sociopolitical history. He has served as Editor-in-Chief of Historica Themata
(Historical Themes), has co-authored two textbooks for the Hellenic Open University, and has
published thirteen books and many articles.
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DETAILED INSTRUCTIONS FOR JOINING HLM’S ONLINE LECTURE ON MAY 15, 2022 AT
2:00 PM ON EITHER ZOOM OR FACEBOOK.

1) If you already have the Zoom application ("Zoom Client”) installed on your machine, then you go
through the following steps:

A. Click on the webinar link https://us02web.zoom.us/|/84552420867

A small "Launch Application" screen will appear. The screen will show the following: "Choose Other
Application” and "Open Link" and "Cancel"

B. Click ""Open Link™
A new screen will appear asking for your email and name.

If the system asks you to also provide the Webinar 1D, enter the following: 845 5242 0867.

C. Once you enter the required information, click **Join Webinar"

Once you have joined the webinar, familiarize yourself with the set of buttons above or below the screen.
One in particular, the "Q&A" button allows you to type questions for the speaker during or after the
presentation.

2) If you don't have the Zoom application installed, clicking the above link will take you through an
installation process first but since that is rather complicated, we recommend that you install Zoom first on
your PC, laptop or tablet.

To install Zoom go to the following link:

https://zoom.us/support/download

Opening that link points to a download file (see down arrow pointing to the .exe file at the bottom of your
screen) that you will have to accept (click on the "Keep" button) and then open (click on the file name)
in order to download the Zoom client IF YOU ARE WORKING ON A PC OR LAPTOP.

IF YOU ARE WORKING ON A TABLET, the same page provides a link to Apple Store (button named
"Download in App Store™) for installation on iPad or to Google Play (for tablets other than iPad: in that
case click on the "Download in Google Play" button)

Once you succeed installing Zoom (we recommend doing that before the event) then you can proceed
with steps A, B, and C in the previous paragraph (1), right before the webinar, in order to attend.

3) If Zoom installation fails, either because you are running an old machine with an operating system
that does not support Zoom (e.g. Windows Vista or any Windows OS earlier than Windows 7) or an
earlier version of your browser, then you can instead attend the lecture that will also be broadcast live on
Facebook. For that, please go to the Hellenic Link-Midwest Facebook page at the following link:

https://www.facebook.com/helleniclinkmidwest

at the scheduled time of the event and scroll down as needed until you see the live broadcast underway (it
may be at the very top). In order to ask questions on Facebook enter them as a comment in the Comments
section underneath or next to the live screen.
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